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o VIDEYJARSTOFA OG VIPEYJARKIRKJA

Videyjarstofa er eitt elsta his landsins
og fyrsta steinhtisid sem reist var a
islandi. Var hin byggd 4 &runum 1752-
1755 sem embaettisbustadur Skula
Magnussonar nyskipads landfégeta.
Kostadi Danakonungur framkvaemdina
og hirdarkitekt hans, Nicolai Eigtved,
teiknadi husid i rokékéstil. Stofan var
bustadur valdamestu manna landsins
um margra aratuga skeid. Ma par m.a.
nefna Olaf Stephensen, fyrsta islenska
stiftamtmanninn, og son hans Magnus

Stephensen konferensrad og démstjoéra.

Skuli Magnusson lét reisa Videyjar-
kirkju og var hun vigd arid 1774.
Videyjarkirkja er nastelsta kirkja
landsins a eftir H6ladéomkirkju. Inn-
réttingar Videyjarkirkju eru uppruna-
legar og beer elstu a landinu.

© FRIDARSULAN

Fridarsulan i Videy er verk mynd-
listar- og ténlistarkonunnar og
fridarsinnans Yoko Ono og er hugsud
sem leidarljos fyrir heimsfrid. Verkid
er i formi 6skabrunns sem upp ur
stigur ha og mikil ljéssula. Ordin
~Hugsa sér frid” eru grafin i brunninn
4 24 tungumalum. Verkio er tileinkad
minningu John Lennons og ar hvert
lysir Fridarsulan fra feedingardegi
hans 9. oktober fram ad danardeegri
8. desember. Einnig er kveikt a ljésinu
4 vetrarsolstodum, a gamlarsdag og 4
jafndeegri ad vori.

e VIDEYJARNAUST

Videyjarnaust er einfaldur skali med
storum kolagrillum fyrir utan. Adstadan
er 6llum opin yfir sumartimann. Fyrir
steaerri veislur og hopa er haegt ad leigja
skalann sérstaklega. Lokad almenningi
4 veturna.

o AKKERID OG HJALLASKER

i aftakavedri 7. april 1906 4 siglingu
til Reykjavikur, steytti kutter Ingvar
4 Hjallaskeri vid strénd Videyjar.

011 4hofn Ingvars forst, alls 20
manns. Varo slysio hvati ad stofnun
Slysavarnafélags Islands sem seinna
adstodadi Videyingafélagio vio ad reisa
minnismerki & slysstad, en pad er
akkeri sem talid er ur Ingvari.

(5 J35:10)

Talid er ad eyjarnar hafi upphaflega
verio tveer, Vesturey og Heimaey, en
Eidid tengir peser saman. Sjor gengur
yfir Eidid 4 stérstraumsfl6oi og i mikilli
vedurheaed og telja jardfreedingar ad bad
muni eydast og hverfa med timanum.

@ STORATIORN OG GARDURINN

Storatjorn er mjog hao irkomu og i
burrkatid pornar hiin nanast alveg
upp. Vid tjérnina eru leifar hladins
gards sem nad hefur pvert yfir Eidio,
veentanlega til ad halda bupeningi fra
tinunum a Heimaey.

@ AFANGAR RICHARD SERRA

Listaverk Richard Serra, Afangar,
myndar hring um Vesturey og liggur
gbéngustigur medfram peim. f godu
skyggni er einkar gaman ad ganga

a milli silnanna, staldra vid og

velta fyrir sér hvada atridi ur sjon-
deildarhringnum listamadurinn
hugsadi sér ad peer aettu ad ramma
inn. Er pad Hallgrimskirkja, Engey,
Sneefellsjokull eda kannski Esjan?

© ALETRADIR STEINAR

A premur sté6dum & Vesturey ma finna
steina med aletrunum. Miserfitt er ad
finna pa en i pvi getur einmitt falist
dulad peirra og skemmtun.

9 TUNDURSPILLIRINN SKEENA

Pann 24. oktéber 1944 vard annad
sjoslys vid Videy. Pa leitadi kanadiski
tundurspillirinn Skeena vars a

milli Engeyjar og Videyjar en skipid
strandadi vid Helguhdl vestast a
eyjunni. Nokkrum klukkustundum
sidar hafdi 4h6fn bandarisks inn-
rasarpramma, undir stjéorn Einars

Sigurdssonar skipstjora bjargad 198
skipverjum i land i Videy i steerstu flug-
linubjérgun 4 Islandi, en 15 férust.

( pORPID

Enn sjast rastir husanna i porpi
Milljénafélagsins. Litid stendur eftir
af peim nema hladnir grunnarnir.
Saga husanna er rakin stuttlega a
fraedsluskiltum sem standa vid
husgrunnana.

@ VATNSTANKURINN

Milljénafélagid 1ét reisa vatnstankinn
ario 1908 og tok hann um 150 tonn af
vatni. Skip félagsins fylltu par a fersk-
vatnstanka sina. A attunda aratug

20. aldar var vatnstankinum breytt i
félagsheimili Videyingafélagsins, en
baod er félag brottfluttra Videyinga og
afkomenda peirra.

@® SKOLINN

Skolahusid var reist arid 1928. I skéla-
husinu er syning um natturuna i Videy
og mannlifid i eyjunni a fyrri hluta 20.
aldar. Skoélinn stendur 6llum gestum
opinn a sumrin, lokad a veturna.

(® PORSNES

Porsnes er talid vera blétstadur ur
heidnum sid. I upphafi landnams var
nesio mun steerra, en nu hefur pad latio
a sja vegna landbrots og fyrir fieinum
arum var hladinn gardur pvi til varnar.

(@ PARADISARHELLIR OG RETTIN

Syodst i hélunum er litill hellir, sem
kallast Paradis. Steinsnar fra hellinum
er natturuleg rétt med klettaveggjum
a baoar hlidar en grjothledslu fyrir
endanum.

@ KVENNAGONGUHOLAR

Pad er tru manna ad hér bui alfkonur
og eru til sagnir um bad beedi fra 19.
og 20. 6ld. EkKki er vitad med vissu

af hverju nafn hélanna er dregid.
Hugsanlegt er ad einhver hafi bost
sja alfkonur ganga i holinn. A Kvenna-
gonguhélum er Mariulikneski sem
sett var upp ario 2000 til minningar
um 1000 ara kristnitéku a fslandi.
Maria mey var verndardyrlingur
Videyjarklausturs.

(D TUNGARDUR SKULA

Skuli Magnusson lét reisa gard sem
liggur yfir pvera eyjuna og sjast leifar
af honum austan Skulahéls, i tininu.
Gardurinn geeti b6 veriod enn eldri,

bvi storbuskapur var i eyjunni a
klausturtimanum og gardur sem bessi
naudsynlegur til ad halda bupeningi
fra tanunum.

(D HELJARKINN OG SKULAHOLL
Heljarkinn kallast klettaveggurinn
skammt austan vid Videyjarstofu.

Segja ma ad Heljarkinn sé framhlidin a
Skulahdl en par ris Videy heest, eda 32 m.
yfir sjavarmali. Héllinn dregur nafn sitt
af minnismerki um Skala Magnusson
sem bar var reist arid 1911 er 200 ar
voru lidin fra feedingu hans. Nalegt
minnismerkinu er utsynisskifa.

@ TOBAKSLAUT

A vinstri hénd, ef gengid er upp a4
Skulahdl fra Videyjarstofu, er litill
klettaveggur og fyrir framan hann er
Tébakslaut, par sem Skuli Magnusson
reyndi tobaksraekt med litlum arangri.

@ HESTHUS

Vid Hesthusid eru tvo kolagrill og
nestisbekkir, einnig er hagt ad setjast
bar inn ef vedur er vont. Par er einnig
adgangur ad rennandi vatni.

o VIDEY HOUSE AND VIPEY CHURCH

Videy House, the first building
constructed of stone in Iceland, is

one of the country’s oldest buildings.
It was built in 1752-1755 as the

official residence of Treasurer Skuli
Magnusson, at the expense of the King
of Denmark and Iceland, and designed
in the rococo style by his court

architect, Nicolai Eigtved. Videy House
was for many decades the home of
some of Iceland’s most powerful men,
such as Olafur Stephensen, the first
Icelander to serve as Governor, and his
son Magnus Stephensen, president of
the High Court.

Videy Church was built for
Treasurer Skuli Magnusson and
consecrated in 1774. One of Iceland’s
oldest churches, it still has its original
interior fittings, which are the oldest
in the country.

e IMAGINE PEACE TOWER

The IMAGINE PEACE TOWER is a work
of art conceived by the legendary artist,
musician and peace advocate Yoko Ono
as a beacon to world peace. The work

is in the form of a wishing well from
which a strong and tall tower of light
emerges. The words ‘Imagine Peace’
are inscribed on the well in 24 world
languages. The artwork is dedicated to
the memory of John Lennon and every
year the IMAGINE PEACE TOWER will
emerge between October 9th, Lennon's
birthday, and December 8th, the day

of his death. In addition the IMAGINE
PEACE TOWER will emanate on winter
solstice, New Year’s Eve and during the
first week of spring.

e VIDEYJARNAUST CABIN

Videyjarnaust cabin is a barbecue lodge
open to everyone during summer time.
The facilities are available for rent for
larger events and private functions.
Closed in winter.

o ANCHOR AND HJALLASKER

In a violent storm on April 7th 1906
the cutter Ingvar ran aground on
Hjallasker reef, off the shore of

Videy Island, where it was battered

to pieces by the gale and the waves.
The crew of twenty men were all

lost. The tragic accident led to the
foundation of Slysavarnafélag islands
(the Life-Saving Association),which
later assisted the Videy Association in
erecting a memorial to those who died
in the wreck: an anchor believed to be
that of the Ingvar.

@ THE ISTHMUS

The Isthmus is the narrow neck of
land which connects the two parts

of the island, West Island and Home
Island, which were probably formed
separately. The Isthmus was formed
by shingle gradually building up
between the two islands. The sea now
sometimes washes over the Isthmus in
certain weather conditions.

0 THE BIG POND AND FIELD-WALL

The Big Pond, is dependent upon
precipitation, and in dry weather
conditions it dries up almost
completely. Alongside the pond are
remnants of a wall which was built
right across The Isthmus presumably
to keep grazing livestock off the
hayfields on Home Island.

0 RICHARD SERRA'S MILESTONES

Richards Serra’s artwork, Milestones
is placed around West Island.

A footpath leads between the pairs
of columnar basalt pillars inviting
the visitor to walk around the island,
“framing” the landscape or cityscape
between each different set of pillars.

© INSCRIBED STONES

In three places on West Island are
rocks with inscriptions cut into
them. They may be hard to find, and
perhaps they were never meant to be
discovered? Search and you will find.

© SKEENA

On October 24th 1944 another ship was
wrecked off Videy Island. The Canadian
destroyer Skeena took shelter in the
sound between the islands of Engey
and Videy. In the raging winds the

ship dragged her anchor, and before

the crew could take any action she ran
aground at Helguholl, at the western
end of the island. Several hours later
the remaining crew were rescued by
the crew of a US landing-craft, under
the command of Icelandic sea captain
Einar Sigurdsson. A total of 198 men
were saved, in the largest rescue
operation in Icelandic history using a
throwline. Fifteen lives were lost.

(D THE VILLAGE
When the “Million Corporation”
fishing company was founded in the
early 20th century, a village grew up
at the eastern end of the island. Little
now remains but the foundations of
the houses; information signs by each
house site tell the story of the vanished
village.

() WATER TANK
The water tank, installed by the
“Million Corporation” in 1908, held 150
tons of water for supplying ships in
harbour. In the 1970’s Videyingafélagio,
an association of former islanders and
their descendants, converted the tank
into a clubhouse.

@® SCHOOLHOUSE
The schoolhouse was built in 1928.
Inside is a photographic exhibition on
life on the island in the first half of
the 20th century. Opening hours at the
schoolhouse are coordinated with the
schedule of the Videy ferry.

(® THOR’S HEADLAND
Thor's Headland may derive its name
from the Old Norse religion; perhaps
the Old Icelanders made sacrifice
here to the god Thor. The headland
was much larger at the time of the
settlement (around 900 AD), and it has
been heavily eroded by the sea.

@ PARADISE CAVE AND SHEEP PEN
At the south of Women's Hiking Hills
is a small cave named Paradise Cave.
Adjacent to the cave is a natural sheep-
pen, formed by rock walls on both
sides, closed by a man-made stone wall.

@ WOMEN'’S HIKING HILLS
The origin of the name is unknown
but folklore has it that someone saw
fairies enter the hills. Some believe
that fairies still live there.

@ SKULI'S FIELD-WALL
In the field at the east of Skuli's
field-wall, remnants are visible of a
field-wall which lies across the whole
island, reputed to date from the time
of Treasurer Skuli Magnusson. It may,
however, be far older: at the time
of the Videy monastery (1225-1539),
large-scale farming took place on the
island, and the wall would have been
required, in order to keep grazing
livestock out of the hay-fields.

@ DEATH SLOPE AND SKULI’S HILL
Death Slope is the cliff just east of
Videy House. It is one side of Skuli's
Hill, the highest part of Videy Island,
32 m above sea level. The hill derives its
name from a monument to Treasurer
Skuli Magnusson, known as the Father
of Reykjavik. The monument was
erected in 1911, on the bicentenary of
his birth; nearby is a viewing disc.

@ TOBACCO PATCH
The footpath from Videy House up onto
Skuli's Hill leads past a small rock
wall on the left; in front of it is a patch
of ground where Skuli Magnusson
attempted (without much success) to
grow tobacco.

@ STABLE
By the Stable, there are picnic benches
and two charcoal barbecues that
anyone can use. Inside the Stable
are more benches as well as running
water.



